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BOCA RATON — Two blocks away from the greenery,
peach walls and high-end shops that line Boca Raton’s Mizn-
er Park quietly lies the city’s oldest existing neighborhood. 

Pearl City was first home to blue-collar Black workers
who settled in the area in 1915. Many worked on nearby
farms, and settling here would help with their commutes.
Today, some of its initial descendants remain.

Last year, Washington, D.C.-based photographer Regi-
nald Cunningham was commissioned to photograph them
for the Boca Raton Museum of Art. “Black Pearls” would be-
come the name of the exhibition.

It was one of the goals he’d set for himself back in 2020, to
secure a solo gallery. But when he set out to capture the 

Photographer Reginald Cunningham, of Washington, D.C., poses for a portrait with his photography series “Black Pearls”
at the Boca Raton Museum of Art. ANDRES LEIVA/THE PALM BEACH POST

Photos celebrate
Pearl City residents 

‘Black Pearls’ exhibit documents living legacy
of Boca Raton’s oldest existing neighborhood

“Ms. Katie Mae at Home” and “Ms. Katie Mae,” two photographs from the “Black Pearls” exhibition at
the Boca Raton Museum of Art. ANDRES LEIVA/THE PALM BEACH POST

Jasmine Fernández
Palm Beach Post | USA TODAY NETWORK

“How could I bring them into

this space — a museum space

that is typically an inherently

white space — and humanize

them, in such a way, with

dignity and beauty, that makes

people want to know more

about them?”
Reginald Cunningham
Photographer, “Black Pearls” exhibit at Boca Raton
Museum of ArtSee EXHIBIT, Page 3B

MARTIN COUNTY — After a woman
was discovered dead in her home in Port
Salerno on Saturday, sheriff’s deputies
arrested her son, charging him with mur-
der, said sheriff’s Sgt. Dan DuLac.

Darren Keith Pouncey, 34, initially was
arrested on a pretrial release violation
and Tuesday faced a charge of second-
degree murder in connection to the case.
Second-degree indicates the killing was

not pre-meditated. 
Investigators said they believe Poun-

cey, a veteran of the U.S. Army, killed his
mother Christina Ruth Diorio, 58, in their
home some time between Friday night
and Saturday morning.

Diorio and Pouncey lived together at
the home on the 5400 block of Railway
Avenue, DuLac said.

The sergeant recounted Tuesday what
detectives said happened:

Deputies responded to the home after
a neighbor found Diorio unresponsive in-
side Saturday morning. 

The neighbor entered the home with
a spare key after receiving a text the
previous night that said ‘I need your
help,’ according to the sergeant. The
neighbor called law enforcement after
finding Diorio face up on the carpeted
floor with a blanket covering her and
seeing Pouncey exiting the master bed-
room with swollen, bloody hands.

Deputies found Diorio dead and saw
Pouncey exit the home with blood on
his hands, sheriff’s records show.

Man arrested in mother’s death in Port Salerno

See HOMICIDE, Page 2B

Mauricio La Plante
Treasure Coast Newspapers

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

WEST PALM BEACH — A bankrupt-
cy lawyer who in 2021 beat up his ter-
minally ill girlfriend, then shot her
with a pellet gun as she tried to flee,
has given up his license to practice law.

Donald Nathan Jacobson pleaded
guilty to battery after prosecutors said
he beat his girlfriend unconscious and
shot her when she returned to their
Broward County home the next day to
get her cancer medication. His attack
on the woman was “merciless,” wrote a
member of the Florida Bar in an emer-
gency petition to suspend Jacobson
from the Bar in March, after it learned
of the allegations.

“It’s hard to fathom a case of more
serious harm than what has transpired
here,” wrote Bar counsel Randi Klay-
man Lazarus in the petition.

Jacobson chose to surrender his law
license rather than fight the disciplin-
ary charges against him. The Florida
Bar revoked his license — the equiva-
lent of disbarment — on Dec. 15, end-
ing the attorney’s three-decade legal
career in Palm Beach County.

Jacobson, 59, cannot seek readmis-
sion to the Florida Bar.

Broward County deputies arrested
Jacobson and charged him with bat-
tery and attempted felony murder af-
ter his then-girlfriend Amy McMullen
accused him of trying to kill her. The
50-year-old Pompano Beach woman
worked with Jacobson as a reception-
ist at his law office while undergoing
treatment for a rare form of lung can-
cer. 

Lawyer
in attack
gives up
license 

See LAWYER, Page 7B

Jacobson beat up, shot
terminally ill girlfriend

Hannah Phillips
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

The Cox Science Center & Aquari-
um’s efforts to fund a large-scale ex-
pansion have gotten a big boost from a
pair of gifts totaling $10 million. 

Following a pre-holiday gift of $8
million from Citadel founder and CEO
Ken Griffin, Cox leadership announced
on Monday two additional $5 million
gifts from resident Leonard Lauder and
the David H. Koch Foundation.

The gifts bring the total raised for the
center’s newly expanded capital cam-
paign to $62 million, center representa-

Science
Center gets
$10M in
donations
Lauder, Koch group gifts
add to $62M total so far

Jodie Wagner
Palm Beach Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK

An interactive foundation is planned
at the new Cox Science Center &
Aquarium. COURTESY OF COX SCIENCE

CENTER & AQUARIUM]

See CENTER, Page 3B
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essence of the neighborhood, he was
greeted with rejection after rejection
until he met Katie Mae Goddard. 

Cunningham was not photographing
anybody just yet. He was knocking on
doors to get to know people. “Who
wouldn’t want to see themselves re-
flected in the museum?” he thought.
Most people, it turns out.

Goddard, who was in her front yard
as he made his initial rounds through
the neighborhood, was one of the first
to actually speak with him. Through
her, he learned that somebody had once
come by to chronicle the history of Pearl
City, taking artifacts from different
families and never returning them, or
chronicling anything. It made sense
why nobody wanted to speak with him. 

With the help of a source familiar
with the community, he was able to get
Goddard to sit down for an interview.
They sat in her living room for about
two hours, as Goddard shared her story.
Photographs of her family covered the
walls. Cunningham told himself he had
to photograph her for his exhibition that
day.

Goddard insisted he photograph a
portrait of her younger self instead.
They settled on Goddard posing on her
porch, holding the portrait. In jeans and
a white T-shirt, she stands before her
patio chairs, portrait in hand. 

Cunningham recognizes the beauty
in both versions of Goddard.

“Even in how she looks in the photo
that I took, there’s an essence of beauty
to that,” he said. “She’s got this really
stark white hair, her face has a lot of tex-
ture to it. She is a microcosm of what is
amazing about the people in Pearl City.”

It ended up being one of his favorite 

‘Black Pearls’ exhibit

Where: Boca Rocan Museum of Art 

When: Through Jan. 29 

Tickets: $16 for adults at
bocamuseum.org

See EXHIBIT, Page 5B
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tives said Tuesday.
The Cox Science Center & Aquarium

launched a $40 million capital campaign
in November 2021 and announced last
month that it planned to double that goal
following Griffin’s gift and a $10 million
donation last summer from the state of
Florida.

As part of the campaign’s launch, the
center changed its name to reflect a $20
million lead gift from residents Wendy
and Howard Cox.

“Just one year ago we launched a
hugely significant campaign for the Sci-
ence Center,” said Lew Crampton, Cox
Science Center & Aquarium board chair-
man and capital campaign chairman.
“Thanks to tremendous support, we are
confident in expanding our original plans
with a new goal of $85 million. We know
Palm Beach County deserves a new, cut-
ting-edge science center, and our sup-
porters agree.”

The $5 million gift from Lauder, chair-
man emeritus of The Estée Lauder Com-
panies, will support the coral reefs exhib-
it in the new aquarium. 

The exhibit will showcase the colorful
beauty of reef fish alongside propagated
coral “frags,” which will tell the story of
avant-garde coral research happening in
Palm Beach County.

“When I was a young boy, I went to
museums after school,” Lauder said.
“Stepping into a museum was like enter-
ing another world, and I just loved it. I
learned so much about art and history
from those afternoons. When I look at the
creative ways the Cox Science Center en-
gages young people, I’m absolutely
thrilled.”

The $5 million donation from the Da-
vid H. Koch Foundation, a Wichita, Kan-
sas-based nonprofit organization that
strives to enrich the lives of individuals
around the world through science and
medical research, education, public pol-
icy and the arts, will be used to build an
interactive fountain at the entrance to
the science center.

The fountain will be an artistic repre-
sentation of “STEAM” – science, technol-
ogy, engineering, arts and math, the cen-
ter said.

Koch, an industrialist, arts patron, po-
litical activist and longtime resident,
died in 2019 at age 79.

“As a trained chemical engineer, David

was passionate about enhancing re-
search and education in science,” said
Julia Koch, his widow. “I can think of no
better way to honor his memory in this
community than with this new fountain
bearing his name. Its double-helix design
accentuates the importance of the arts in
STEAM education to the Cox Science
Center’s nearly 1 million annual visitors.”

Expansion plans for the Cox Science
Center & Aquarium include a new
68,000-square-foot science pavilion, a
6,000-square-foot digital exhibit gallery,
12,000 square feet of permanent exhibi-
tion galleries, a 7,500-square-foot tem-
porary exhibition gallery, and a 5,000-
square-foot grand entrance lobby.

Other additions include a Future Flori-
da Exhibit focused on science, technol-
ogy and innovation, as well as an exten-
sive traveling exhibit gallery designed to
host more popular exhibitions. 

Other features of the new Cox Science
Center and Aquarium are:

h A Digital Arts Studio, which will ex-
pand to provide more skill set training
such as software programming that
aligns with high-demand jobs. An out-
reach program in partnership with Flori-
da Atlantic University will digitize and
nationally distribute the center’s current
video programs.

h An indoor/outdoor exhibit area de-
signed for early learners ages 6 and
younger.

h Expanded programming in the De-
kelboum Planetarium and Observatory.

h An immersive learning lab that will
serve as home base for First LEGO
League teams and competitions.

h An expanded biology lab that con-

solidates the center’s preferred provider
status to all medical magnet schools in
Palm Beach County.

h Expansion of the existing STEM
Education Center that houses a state-
of-the-art 3D printing program, coding
instruction, and the Palm Beach Florida
Chess Club.

h Expansion of the GEMS (Girls Ex-
celling in Math and Science) program
and other distance learning programs.

h An expansion of the center’s edu-
cational partnership with the Palm
Beach County School District.

A groundbreaking is expected in late
spring, with a new targeted completion
set for early 2026, the center said.

The Cox Science Center and Aquari-
um’s current indoor/outdoor venue fea-
tures more than 100 hands-on educa-
tional exhibits, a 10,000-gallon fresh
and saltwater aquarium, digital plane-
tarium, pre-K-focused “Discovery Cen-
ter,” 18-hole conservation-themed mini-
golf course and quarter mile-long out-
door science trail. The Cox Amphithe-
ater hosts daily live science shows, sea-
sonal laser shows and special event
programming.

For more information on the Cox Sci-
ence Center’s capital campaign, contact
Melinda Grenz at 561-370-7723 or
mgrenz@coxsciencecenter.org, or visit
www.CoxScienceCenter.org/Support-
us.

Jodie Wagner is a journalist at the
Palm Beach Daily News, part of the USA
TODAY Florida Network. You can reach
her at jwagner@pbdailynews.com.
Help support our journalism. Subscribe
today.
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The new Cox Science Center & Aquarium will feature a 200,000-gallon
aquarium, as shown in this rendering. [COURTESY OF COX SCIENCE CENTER AND AQUARIUM]
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